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Telling stories is Eric Miller’s
métier and the forthcoming
festival aims to enlarge its scope

SHRUTI MENON
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g - |That storyteﬂing is a
Tucrative art is a fore-
gone . conclusmn, espec1a11y

with movies themselves
being mediums to tell a

story. But going back to the
basics, there is one man who
~~has made storytelling a way
- of life. Bric Miller might be
_an unassuming American

- who can be seen casually

scouring bookshops, gal

leries or museums in the

city, but on each of his vis-
its, he is looking for oppor-
tunities to spin a yarn.
Amar Chitra Katha, the
popular illusfrated series
that brought Indian myth
and legends to life in graph-
ic form, isn’t on the racks

any more nor is

Chandamama and this lacu-

na seems to motivate Miller:
“1 want to be able to connect
people with the rich stories

of the past, our Indian life,

heritage, history and mod-
ern living too,” he says
emphatlcally

Embarkmg on a three day
storytelling fest in the city
Fric and his team which
includes his wife Magdalene
Jeyarathnam, an award-
winning counselor, are plan-
ning to conduct various

tours, seminars and treks

that will help young people
tune in to an unnoticed art.
From tourism to child devel-
opment, Eric and his team
ate conceptualising this
fest, keeping in mind how
society and government can
benefit. “The art of story-
telling helps people be more

_articulate, discuss stories,
_change endmgs and look at
thmgs from the point of
Vlew of different charac-

“It helps
1tmal thinking, which is
necesqarlly about criti-

looking at a subject from all

ing this fes-

tival, we have case studies

_on how storytelling has been

used for educatlon art and
even dance

TURNTO PAGE 19




