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“Because it’s all about the rhythm,” you said.  Good sentences start with a beat.”  

                                                                                                  Sigrid Nunez, The Friend 

USEFUL SOURCES 

Tuft Talks: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CykfMAuPCL0 

Cockatoo: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=utkb1nOJnD4 

Twins: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=to7uIG8KYhg 

Rhyming Dictionary: https://www.rhymezone.com/ 

                     https://www.merriam-webster.com/rhymes 

Three syllable words: https://syllablecounter.net/3-syllable-words 

D L Ashliman: https://sites.pitt.edu/~dash/folktexts.html (Index of folktales) 

 

USEFUL DEVICES 

Scene: A descriptive paragraph containing vividly described images that are easily re-imagined in the 

minds of our listeners. 

Summary: Informative details that provide background or upcoming information. 

Alliteration: Alliteration is the repetition of the same sound at the start of a series of words in 

succession whose purpose is to provide an audible pulse that gives a piece of writing a lulling, lyrical, 

and/or emotive effect. 

Assonance: Assonance is the repetition of a vowel sound across words within the lines of poem or 

narrative creating internal rhymes (In-rhymes).  

Consonance: Consonance is a literary device that repeats consonant sounds within nearby words (He 

struck the clock with a quick flick. Really, another form of alliteration. 

Perfect Rhyme: Rhyme in which the final accented vowel and all succeeding consonants or syllables 

are identical. (cat, hat, bat, cake, bake, fake)  

Slant Rhyme: A partial or imperfect rhyme, often using assonance or consonance only.  It’s also called 

half-rhyme, near rhyme, oblique rhyme, and off rhyme. Particularly useful when a word has no perfect 

rhyme, such as orange, silver, purple, month, angst, sixth, breadth, ninth, wolf, monster, dangerous etc.) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CykfMAuPCL0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=utkb1nOJnD4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=to7uIG8KYhg
https://www.rhymezone.com/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/rhymes
https://syllablecounter.net/3-syllable-words
https://sites.pitt.edu/~dash/folktexts.html


 

Example: “And be prosperous, though we live dangerous, Cops could just arrest me, blamin’ us, we’re 

held like hostages.” Nas, “NY State of Mind” 

 

SCENE AND SUMMARY: TWO PARAGRAPHS 

A.  A few days before Christmas, I took my son Ben into Chicago for a doctor’s appointment.   On the way 

back to the car, I suggested we go to Carson, Pirie, and Scott and take a walk through Santa Land.  The 

store always does a beautiful job with its Christmas decorations, but that year they outdid themselves.  

When we got to Santa, I was surprised to see that no one was standing in line to see him. 

B. Elegant Christmas music filled the lightly pine-scented air as we gazed at the gingerbread houses 

encrusted with candied gems, at the workshops with their mechanical elves busily making toys, and the 

reindeer lifting their heads to stare at us, and all the time, Rudolph’s nose was blinking on and off.  Soon 

we arrived at the little grotto where Santa sat, looking resplendent with his bushy, white beard, rosy, red 

cheeks, kindly blue eyes, and impressive round belly. I was surprised to see that no one was waiting in 

line, and when he saw us, his face broke out into a huge smile as if he was glad of the company.  He 

gave my eight-year-old son, Ben, a jolly wave and then patted his knee, inviting him to sit. 

Folk Tale Openings 

Folk Tale Openings 

1. Long, long ago, in a violent storm, a Tiger crept for shelter close to the walls of a poor woman’s hut.  (The 
Valiant Chattee-Maker, India) 

 

2. Once, not far from the city of Accra on the Gulf of Guinea, a poor country man went out to his garden to 
dig up some yams to take to market.  (Talk, Africa) 

 

3. Well, there was once a very rich gentleman, and he had three daughters, and he thought to see how 
fond they were of him. So, he said to the first, "How much do you love me, my dear?" (Cap o' Rushes, 
England) 
 

4. Once there lived a sultan who was very vain, and he expected everybody who came to his Court to bow 
down before him.  (The Vanity of the Sultan, Arabian) 
 

5. There once lived in Costa Rica an old widow, and she had two sons.  The youngest was called a bobo, or 
simpleton, because he had not the least idea of the value of money and was sure to waste it.  ((The 
Lucky Table, Costa Rica) 
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Lines from my own work:  

“one hundred per cent, French Parisienne, silk camisole knickers.”   

“a pair of black patent leather, silver-buckled, totally unsuitable – I’ll never be allowed in town with 

Aunty Lily again – school shoes.”  

“What had started out as an expedition had turned into an exhibition and Granddad was the main 

exhibit.”  

“that day’s Bible text fluttered around my father like flaming tongues of fire.”  

“Go Mom go!  You can do it!  You can do it!  Go Mom go!’ The other kids joined in, ‘Go, go, go. You can do 

it!  You can do it!  Go, go, go!”  (Remember: Sometimes, simple repetition is all you need.)  

 

The master of rhythm in poetry is e.e.cummings 

anyone lived in a pretty how town 

(with up so floating many bells down) 

spring summer autumn winter 

he sang his didn’t he danced his did. 

Women and men(both little and small) 

cared for anyone not at all 

they sowed their isn’t they reaped their same 

sun moon stars rain 

children guessed (but only a few 

and down they forgot as up they grew 

autumn winter spring summer) 


